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2026 Suzanne and Robert Fletcher Prize 
$1000 prize for the Best Paper 
in Population Medicine 
by an HMS/HSDM student
submit by: February 13, 2026

Call for submissions

The Harvard Medical School Department of Population Medicine (www.populationmedicine.org) invites submissions for a Position Paper up to 1,200 words on a current topic in Population Medicine written by an HMS or HSDM student. 
Papers should address the importance of the topic and recommend a policy or practice to mitigate the problem.  A $1,000 prize is offered for the best paper. 
Papers may have up to 3 authors, who would divide the prize equally.  All coauthors must be current students at HMS or HSDM.  Papers may be written in response to this call, as part of a course, as part of the Scholars in Medicine program, or as independent scholarly endeavors, but may not be published or submitted for publication at the time of submission for this Prize.  If the author(s) wish to publish the paper subsequently, department faculty will be happy to provide guidance. 
Papers will be judged by a panel of departmental faculty on how well they establish the importance of the topic to population medicine, and on the originality and feasibility of their proposed response.  Examples of past winning submissions can be found in the online Awards Gallery.
Papers should be formatted according to JAMA guidelines for Viewpoint articles (max 1200 words [or 1000 words with 1 small table or figure]; ≤7 references) and submitted as two Word documents (see below).  Name the files as LastName_ShortDescriptiveTitle (2-3 words)_filecontent (titlepage or maintext).
1) Title page (manuscript title; full names and affiliations of all authors; word count; 3 keywords that represent the content of your paper);
2) De-identified manuscript file (title; main text in Arial 11-point, single-space text).

Address questions and submit entries by 5pm EST, February 13, 2026 to: fletcher_prize@hphci.harvard.edu.  
133 Brookline Avenue    6th Floor    Boston, Massachusetts 02215    Telephone 617-509-9900    Fax 617-859-8112
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