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Pierantonio Russo, M.D., is a cardiac surgeon by training and trade and currently a health care executive. 

Currently, he is Chief Medical Officer at BehaveCare (www.BehaveCare.us), a technology and 

telemedicine enabled, integrated, health care Organization that offers care coordination and manages 

the total cost of the health care provided to high risk, high need, high cost patients who also have 

behavioral health and substance use disorders. 

After graduation cum laude from Bologna Medical School (Italy), he trained in Cardiovascular Surgery in 

Italy, London, UK (Great Ormond Street hospital) and at the Mayo Clinic, in Rochester MN. In 1988, he 

moved to Philadelphia, PA, where he started an academic and clinical career in cardiothoracic surgery, 

heart transplantation and cardiovascular research.  From 1988 to 2007, he held academic, clinical and 

administrative leadership positions as: Chief of Cardiac Surgery and Heart Transplantation, Director of 

the Heart Institute, and Director of the Cardiac Intensive Care Unit at St. Christopher’s Hospital for 

Children in Philadelphia; Chief of Cardiac Surgery and Surgical Director of the CICU at the University of 

Missouri Hospital. Dr Russo has personally performed 54 pediatric heart transplants in Philadelphia. At 4 

days of age, one of his patients was one of the youngest child ever undergone heart transplantation in 

the USA. In addition, he has been an international consultant in cardiac surgery from 1999 to the 

present and now volunteer as Director of Cardiac Surgery for Gift of Life International 

(www.giftoflifecharity.org), a nonprofit that supports the development of pediatric cardiac surgery 

programs in developing Countries. Dr Russo teaching experience spans over 27 years. I held full-time 

academic positions in surgery and pediatrics at Temple Medical School, Thomas Jefferson Medical 

College, the Allegheny University (PA) and the University of Missouri (MO). As full-time faculty at two 

major medical schools, (Temple University, PA, and MUH, MO), Dr Russo has taught medical students, 

surgical residents, cardiothoracic surgical fellows as well as cardiology fellows enrolled in training 

programs approved by the American Board of Medical Specialties. In addition, for the last 4 years, he 

taught for the Wharton School of Business (International program), a postgraduate MBA course on 

health care quality entitled: “Managing the Performance of Health Care Organizations”. Recently, he 

was on the Harvard Medical School Faculty as Lecturer in Population Medicine. From 2006 to 2016 he 

was adjunct professor of Biotechnology at Temple University, Philadelphia, where he has provided 

mentorship to post graduate students and has had an advisory role to the Office of the President of the 

SHRO (https://shrodotorg). As a scholar, Dr Russo has been first author or coauthor of 55 peer review 

publications, several meeting abstracts, and a presenter at various professional societies and lectured 

extensively in the USA and Internationally. Dr Russo is a fellow of the College of Physicians of 

Philadelphia, Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics (Cardiology and CT) and member of the 

Society of Thoracic Surgeons.  Since the end of 2007, he has started a new career in health 

http://www.behavecare.us/


management. From October 2007 to March 2016, he was Medical Director at Independence Blue Cross, 

Philadelphia, where, among other innovations, he was instrumental in designing and implementing a 

disease management program for complex heart failure patients, leveraging predictive analytics, remote 

monitoring, digital solutions and telemedicine.   

From 6/2016 to 11/2017 he was Vice President of Health Services and Senior Medical Director at 

Harvard Pilgrim Health Care in Boston, and responsible for managing utilization management, providers 

network, medical cost and medical policies, advanced disease management programs, including practice 

integration of behavioral health with primary care, across four markets (MA, ME, NH, CT). He is also 

Lecturer in Population Medicine at Harvard Medical School. In addition, Dr Russo, during this time, he 

was Council Chair and Board member of the Massachusetts Health Care Quality Partners 

(http://www.mhqp.org/).  In his role at HPHC, he leveraged  his broad academic, clinical and 

administrative experience to promote the health of the population insured by HPHC.  

In conclusion, Dr Russo is a physician with extensive clinical, academic and health management 

experience.  As cardiac surgeon, he has contributed to clinical advancements, teaching, research and 

international medicine. As a health care executive, Dr Russo continues to promote outcomes 

management of chronic diseases using data and technology, health economics, value based care 

reimbursement, episode of care and bundled payments. As clinician, teacher and health manager, he 

continues to pursue the development of quality health care, defined by the Institute of Medicine, as 

safe, timely, equitable, effective and patient centric. 


